
News, Narrative & Design II 
Course Syllabus 
Spring 2016 
 
Course Description: Students will dive deeper into journalistic practice, strengthening 
their reporting, writing, production, design and social media skills. Students will also 
study and analyze coverage and presentation of several media organizations. Designers, 
social media experts and data reporters will be embedded in the class, and we will have a 
few guest speakers. 
 
Learning outcomes 
By the successful completion of this class, students will be able to 
1) Demonstrate growth as news writers and evidence-based storytellers building speed, 
accuracy, transparency and an ability to convey complex subjects in clear, concise prose. 
2) Demonstrate basic understanding of design methodologies and learn the strengths and 
weaknesses of each medium to tell a news story. 
3) Gain a deepening proficiency in a broad range of news research skills, including data 
reporting. 
4) Demonstrate a deepening mastery of the production process: from print to multimedia. 
5) Be proficient in using social media, both as a reporting tool and to magnify impact. 
6) Learn the process and values of community engagement, building readership and 
developing innovative means of communicating with an audience. 
 
Course requirements 
1. You must be interested in the news and will need to follow it daily, from multiple 
sources – print, online, social media and broadcast. You must be curious, eager to learn 
and willing to ask questions. You must enjoy reading, writing, listening to radio/podcasts, 
watching news videos, engaging in social media.  

 
2. Required books/films/multimedia 

● "The Taliban Shuffle," by Kim Barker. Available on Amazon for $13.40. 
● Movie “Whiskey Tango Foxtrot,” a new film starring Tina Fey and Martin            

Freeman, based on “The Taliban Shuffle.” To open on March 4th. 
● Podcasts: 

1. Another Round with Hillary Clinton 
2. WTF with president Obama 
3. Reply All - Yik Yak 
4. This American Life: Writer Lindy West on Online Trolls 
 

 
3. Reporting assignments throughout the semester, including one in-depth reporting 
project that combines traditional reporting, mobile/responsive design, data journalism and 
social media as a tool for reporting and engagement. Students will spend around 10 
hours on reading and writing assignments each week. 
 

https://soundcloud.com/anotherroundwithhebenandtracy/28-hillary-clinton-for-pos
https://soundcloud.com/anotherroundwithhebenandtracy/28-hillary-clinton-for-pos
http://www.wtfpod.com/podcast/episodes/episode_613_-_president_barack_obama
http://www.wtfpod.com/podcast/episodes/episode_613_-_president_barack_obama
https://gimletmedia.com/episode/46-yik-yak-returns/
https://gimletmedia.com/episode/46-yik-yak-returns/
http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/545/if-you-dont-have-anything-nice-to-say-say-it-in-all-caps?act=1
http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/545/if-you-dont-have-anything-nice-to-say-say-it-in-all-caps?act=1
http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/545/if-you-dont-have-anything-nice-to-say-say-it-in-all-caps?act=1
http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/545/if-you-dont-have-anything-nice-to-say-say-it-in-all-caps?act=1


4. Workshop: Juliette Melton and Rachel Dirkits-Gelman, user experience researchers 
from The New York Times, lead a workshop introducing students to design thinking and 
its relevance to journalism. Attendance is required for all NNDII students.  
 
Graded Activities: Grades will be based on attendance, participation in class and 
fulfillment of requirements. Participation in class is determined by speaking up, writing, 
improvement, demonstration of hard work, and thoughtfulness.  
 
A good grade requires pushing yourself, stepping outside your comfort zone and asking a 
lot of questions. There are no inflated grades in this class. A grade of C is for satisfactory 
work, a B for good work, and an A for outstanding work. 
 
All assignments should be submitted by Canvas, before 10 am on the day they are due. 
 
Grade calculation: 
Attendance/in-class participation: 20% 
Weekly writing and design assignments: 50% 
Book questions and essay: 10%  
Final project: 20% 
 
 
  

mailto:louise.ma.manlin@gmail.com
mailto:louise.ma.manlin@gmail.com
mailto:louise.ma.manlin@gmail.com


 
Course Schedule – Subject to change depending on news and guests’ availability 
 
Date 
 

Class Assignment 
due 

Week 1 
Jan 25 & 27 

Jan 25 
Instructor and student introductions. Syllabus overview. Outline of 
course objectives, workload, and schedule. 
1. Overview of state of media, from Pew Research Center: 
2. Presentation of different story formats: 
- News, print: WSJ 
- News, online: Huffington Post 
- Feature, online/video: NY Times 
- Feature, radio: NPR 
- Opinion/criticism, print/online: LA Times  
 
Jan 27 
- Presentation of the stories students brought and discussion of 
what makes them good. 
- Re-cap of the basics of news writing. Finding the lede and 
nut-graph and what are the components of the leade/nut-graph, 
sources, structure, etc.. 
- Story presentation/visuals. Effective/ineffective examples and 
discussion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Send a story 
that you liked 
and explain 
why. Be 
prepared to 
present it to the 
class. 
 

Week 2 
Feb 1 and 3 

Feb 1 
- Presentation and discussion of students’ media logs: main 
observations, conclusions. Comparison between different outlets, 
and how issue was treated on social media. 
- In class exercise: Class is divided in 4-5 groups. Each group 
analyses how one particular media organization covered a major 
story of the day online and on social media and present it to the 
class: NYtimes, Buzzfeed, The Daily News, NPR, Mashable. 
 
Feb 3 
- Discussion about podcasts 1 and 2 – highlights, takeaways, 
questions. 
- In class assignment: Interview. Pair with another student and 
interview each other about your background and history. Take 
notes to write a 200-300 word profile. 
 

 
2. Keep a media 
log for any 
24-hour period. 
What did you 
read/watch and 
when. 
 
 
3. Listen to 
podcasts 1 and 2 
from 
multimedia list. 
Write a 
300-400-word 
essay with 
comparison and 
highlights. 

Week 3 
Feb 8 and 10 

Feb 8 
- Design embed: Louise Ma  

4. Send 
200-300-word 

mailto:louise.ma.manlin@gmail.com
http://www.journalism.org/2015/04/29/state-of-the-news-media-2015/
http://www.wsj.com/
http://www.wsj.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/23/us/heroin-survivor-of-war-on-drugs-returns-with-new-face.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/23/us/heroin-survivor-of-war-on-drugs-returns-with-new-face.html
http://www.npr.org/sections/money/2013/12/13/250656131/a-gridlock-economy-springs-up-in-a-city-with-terrible-traffic
http://www.npr.org/sections/money/2013/12/13/250656131/a-gridlock-economy-springs-up-in-a-city-with-terrible-traffic
http://www.pulitzer.org/files/2015/criticism/mcnamara/08mcnamara2015.pdf


 
 
Feb 10 
- Design embed: Louise Ma  
 
 

profile of 
classmate 
 
5. Assignment 
from Louise 
Ma. 

Week 4 
Feb 15  & 17 

Feb 15 
President’s Day. No classes 
 
Feb 17 
- Presentation and discussion of neighborhood stories. Feedback        
from class. 
- Based on designer presentation, how would you present this story 
for online and for mobile? 
 
 

 
 
 
6. Find an issue 
that is affecting 
your 
neighborhood. 
Interview at 
least three 
people about it 
and write a 
300-400-word 
story. 

Week 5 
Feb 22 & 24 

Feb 22 
- Design embed: Louise Ma  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feb 24 
- Design embed: Louise Ma  
 
 
 

7. Listen to 
podcasts 3 and 4 
from the list. 
Write two or 
three takeaways 
for you as a 
journalist. 
 
8. Assignment 
from Louise 
Ma. 

Week 6 
Feb 29 & 
Mar 2 

Feb 29 
- News Quiz. 
- Introduction to feature stories, reading examples and discussing 
formats, styles, etc..  
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for
-reparations/361631/ 
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/28/magazine/diederik-stapels-au
dacious-academic-fraud.html?pagewanted=all 
http://www.texasobserver.org/beyond-border/ 
https://news.vice.com/video/the-islamic-state-full-length 
 
Mar 2 

 
9. Write a 
400-500-word 
profile of a 
small business 
in NYC. 
Interview at 
least 3 people. 
 
 
 
10. Pick 
examples of 

http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/28/magazine/diederik-stapels-audacious-academic-fraud.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/28/magazine/diederik-stapels-audacious-academic-fraud.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/28/magazine/diederik-stapels-audacious-academic-fraud.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.texasobserver.org/beyond-border/
http://www.texasobserver.org/beyond-border/
https://news.vice.com/video/the-islamic-state-full-length
https://news.vice.com/video/the-islamic-state-full-length
https://news.vice.com/video/the-islamic-state-full-length


- Social media: How journalists and newsmakers use Twitter,         
Facebook, Instagram, Tumblr and others. Looking at feeds from         
different politicians, celebrities, reporters. 
- What are the best sources and why? First-hand source versus 
second-hand source. 
  

people who are 
using social 
media well/not 
well. Explain. 
 

Week 7 
Mar 7 & 9 

Mar 7 
- Guest: Poh-Si Teng, video-journalist for Vice. How to tell a story 
in video. Reporting, editing, techniques.  
 

 
 

11. Watch Vice 
videos and write 
at least 3 
questions for 
Poh-Si. 

Week 8 
Mar 14 & 16 

Mar 14 
- Data embed - Shane Shifflett 
 
 
 
 
 
Mar 16 
- Data embed - Shane Shifflett 

 

12. Which data 
did you wish 
you had for 
your small 
business story? 
Bring questions 
to class. 
 
13. Assignment 
from Shane 
Shifflett. 
 

Mar 21 & 23 
SPRING 
BREAK 

No classes 
 

 
 

Week 9 
Mar 28 & 30 
 

Mar 28 
- Data embed - Shane Shifflet 
 
 
Mar 30 
- Working on a feature: discuss ideas brought by students, detail 
reporting plan, visuals, social media, design. Feedback from class, 
questions. 
- Continue discussion on feature stories, writes and re-writes, edits. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/06/nyregion/missed-signs-in-a-bl
oodied-girls-abuse-case.html 
http://www.wnyc.org/story/89970-deportations-reform-anatomy-im
migration-bust/ 
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2007/02/12/two-heads 
- Discussion of Taliban Shuffle. 
 
 

14. Assignment 
from Shane 
Shifflett. 
 
15. Read first 60 
pages of "The 
Taliban 
Shuffle." Write 
two questions 
for Kim Barker. 
 
16. Send a pitch 
for a feature 
story you will 
work on the 
next few weeks. 
Think about 
design/data/ 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/06/nyregion/missed-signs-in-a-bloodied-girls-abuse-case.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/06/nyregion/missed-signs-in-a-bloodied-girls-abuse-case.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/06/nyregion/missed-signs-in-a-bloodied-girls-abuse-case.html
http://www.wnyc.org/story/89970-deportations-reform-anatomy-immigration-bust/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/89970-deportations-reform-anatomy-immigration-bust/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/89970-deportations-reform-anatomy-immigration-bust/
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2007/02/12/two-heads


social media.  
 

Week 10 
Apr 4 & 6 

April 4 
- Guest: Carlos Gutierrez, director of Cinema Tropical, on running 
a non-profit arts organization in NYC.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 6 
- Interview/story post-mortem: Discussion of different angles on 
Gutierrez assignments. What were the best choices and why?  
- Analysis of tweets – what works best and why? 
 
 

17. Research 
Cinema 
Tropical and 
write 2 
questions for 
Gutierrez. 
 
18. Read "The 
Taliban Shuffle" 
until about page 
120. Write 2 
questions for 
Barker. 
 
19. Write one 
tweet and one 
news story 
(400-500) 
words based on 
the interview 
with Carlos 
Gutierrez. 

Week 11 
Apr 11 & 13 

Apr 11 
- Feature update – debrief from students on where they are, 
questions, reporting strategy, research needed. 
- Discussion of The Taliban Shuffle – questions and issues.  
 
 
 
 
Apr 13 
- Writing on deadline. Pick one newsy, important story that you 
read today. Go outside the class, inside the campus and interview at 
least three people on their opinion. Write a 200-300-word piece 
about it – all in 90 minutes. 
 

20. Conduct at 
least 2 
interviews for 
feature. Write 
highlights. 
Outline social 
media plan. 
 
21. Read "The 
Taliban Shuffle" 
until about page 
240. Write 2 
possible 
questions for 
Barker. 

Week 12 
Apr 18 & 20 

Apr 18 
- News quiz 
- Feature presentation, class discussion, questions about design, 
social media, presentation.  
 
 

22. Conduct two 
more interviews 
for your feature. 
Write 
highlights. 
 



 
Apr 20 
- Data embed - Shane Shifflett 

 

23. Read book 
up to page 300. 
Write 2 
questions for 
Barker.  
 
24. Bring data 
plan for your 
feature and your 
questions. 
 

Week 13 
Apr 25 & 27 

Apr 25 
- Design embed: Louise Ma 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Apr 27 
- Feature editing/discussion. Students work in pairs, giving each 
other feedback on the paragraphs written so far. 
- Re-write and research of feature in class, Gisele works with 
students one on one. 
 
 

25. Write first 
three paragraphs 
of your feature. 
 
26. Bring design 
plan for your 
feature and your 
questions. 
 
 
27. Write 
feature first 
draft, 400-600 
words. 
 
 
 

Week 14 
May 2 & 4 

May 2 
- Taliban Shuffle discussion: What are your takeaways as a 
journalist? How did the book change your perspective on 
reporting? 
- Feature re-write and research in class, Gisele works with students 
one on one. 
 
May 4 
- Discussion of movie, comparison with book. 
- Feature update, questions. 
 

28. Finish book. 
Write a 500-600 
word essay with 
takeaways for 
you. 
 
29. Watch 
movie 
“Whiskey 
Tango Foxtrot,” 
in theaters. 
Write 300-word 
review. 
 
30. Write 
feature second 
draft, 600-800 



words. Update 
on design/social 
media. 
 

Week 15 
May 9 & 11 

May 9 
- Re-cap of book, movie. Discussion of questions for Kim Barker. 
- Guest: Kim Barker, author of The Taliban Shuffle and 
investigative reporter for the New York Times. Formerly, she has 
worked as a reporter at ProPublica and as the South Asia bureau 
chief for The Chicago Tribune. 
 
May 11 
- Story presentation: headline writing, images, social media. Class         
presentation/discussion of final stages of feature preparation. 
 

31. Write three 
questions for 
Kim Barker. 
 
 
 
 
 
32. Write final 
feature. 
600-1000 
words. With 
headline, 
images, social 
media.  

Week 16 
May 16 

May 16th 
- Presentation of selected features and feedback from class, 
professor and embeds. Last day of class. 
 

 

 


